Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

March 8, 2006

Attendees:

John Santoski

Phil D. Chase


Andrea K. Wieder

George Simpson

Becky Sims


Tom Hickman

Bob Archer


Vance High


Susan Lee Foard

Jim Fitzgerald

Kenneth Jones

Bill Gibson

Adrienne Dent
Mary Kay Wilcoxson
Constance Rena

Jennifer Billingsly Gibson
Charles Werner

Peter Hedlund

Bill Wuensch


Ashley Cooper

Stephen Andrews

Dave Norris


S.  Baber


J.  Baber

Mary Joy Scala

William Cocke

Stan Martin

Sherry Archer

Johnny Parks


Ann Goede


Kevin Lynch


Chip King


Jim Tolbert

Barbara Hawks

Al Tobias


Pat Healy

Leigh Mason


Jerry Mallory

Terri DiCintio

Michael Wenrich

Joe Mooney


Michael Petrus

Liz Courain


Jack Gwynn


Jeanne S. Chase

Meeting,  Date,  and Time



Second  Wednesday of the month at the Cherry Avenue Christian Church, 5:30 p.m.


Next regular meeting date: April 12, 2006
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Web Site (http://avenue.org/fsna)


Peter Hedlund is doing a remarkable job maintaining this site for all of us. DO make it one of your regular stops during the week and keep abreast of the issues and feedback that are affecting our marvelous neighborhood.  Send items to be included to John Santoski and/or to Jeanne Chase.  New items are added weekly.  

Jim Fitzgerald, University of Virginia, Community Relations (jimf@virginia.edu)

Jim came to share information this evening on his appointment to the Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association within the Community Relations arm of the University of Virginia.

He passed out business cards and shared insight into his expertise.  We can e-mail Jim at his own e-mail (jimf@virginia.edu) or through his office (www.virginia.edu) Community Relations.  He shared with us that his job web site was a good source on what is currently happening at UVA regarding development and other ongoing programs that affect the FSNA and the community as a whole.  
Hill Street Development Committee Report

This committee has been meeting with developer, Tom Hickman.  An overview of the 

progress thus far was given.  Those issues being discussed are: # of houses; Traffic issues; Grade, excavation, and run-off; and Open to Center Road.  Further reports will be presented as well as written to be included on the Web site.  Tom Hickman will return for the April 12, 2006 meeting of FSNA to answer questions.

Biscuit Run Reflection


John wrote a letter that was sent and later read at the Albemarle Planning Commission’s meeting on Tuesday, March 7, 2006 at 6:00 p.m. by Jeanne Chase.  A copy of this letter can be found on the FSNA Web site.  Several news sources gave recognition of the ideas presented on March 8, 2006.  John expressed pleasure that over two hundred people turned out for this meeting and encouraged the same strength in numbers be at all future meetings.  E-mails are encouraged by this commission to share ideas and concerns.  This is encouraged by our president, John Santoski.  We need to stay proactive!

Jim Tolbert, Bill Wuensch, and Ashley Cooper - Neighborhood Development Services


Jim Tolbert, Director of Neighborhood Services, and two members of his staff, Bill Wuensch and Ashley Cooper came to discuss possible designs to solve unresolved issues at the intersection of Willard/Cleveland/Cherry; Highland and Robertson traffic calming; JPA bridge; and Old Lynchburg Road.  Jim expressed the desire to remain positive and to do a better job of communication.  John Santoski said that FSNA was committed to be open to discussions in order to reach a common goal of better safety for all Fry’s Spring Neighborhood residents.  Jim said 
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Jim Tolbert, Bill Wuensch, and Ashley Cooper - N.D.S. (Cont.)

that that is the goal of the City as well.  Jim will send out information to be included on the Web site in order to offer ongoing feedback to the neighborhood in a timely fashion.  The full report and the presentation can be found at: 

http://www.charlottesville.org/default.asp?pageID=38781F44-1723-48BA-AAA4-B7290E55E741
Concerns of the Cherry Avenue Christian Church


Several members of the congregation voiced continued concerns as to the present design and the new designs introduced as did other members of the FSNA.  The lack of parking in front of the church and the grade of entry for the handicapped were two of the major concerns. Bob Archer, CACC, presented two letters from Hill and Wood Funeral Home and from Teague Funeral Home that described the problems they were having with the new configuration in front of the church, i.e. “The Thumb“ (a.k.a., “The Tongue”).  The letter from Hill and Wood was sent to Charlottesville City Council members on March 6, 2006. Teague Funeral Home sent their letter to Jim Tolbert with copies sent to CACC.  Additionally, Mr. Archer gave a copy of the petition of February 22, 2006 that was sent to Mr. Tolbert  that currently has 243 signatures of CACC members asking that, “ The Thumb,” be removed. These three items were received and duly noted by Jeanne S. Chase, Secretary. Vehicles that were coming over the middle line to make the turn as well as not being able to hold the curve were two other concerns voiced.  The blind spot was another major point of concern.  One is currently out into the street before traffic is sighted, especially if the white truck is parked along the curb in the front.  Bob Archer again asked why this configuration was placed in front of the church in the first place.  One reason that was offered was the lack of safety that pedestrians felt in trying to cross the street at this intersection.   Another person felt fear of being T-boned when folks were driving straight across from Cleveland to Cleveland while others were just trying to negotiate the curve and go from Cleveland to Cherry.  


The questions were raised as to the possibility of having stop signs, a traffic light, or squaring off the corner from the other side of the street.  Additional discussion framed the questions of whether a flashing yellow light at the intersection might be helpful.  A further question was raised as to what monies were used to create “The Thumb,” and by whom.  The monies in this venture were from the developer of Cherry Hill and not all of the $60,000 was used.  


After listening to the possibilities of designs for a re-design of this corner the church again asked that “The Thumb” be taken totally out and return to “base one.”  Jim felt that that was what the consensus seemed to be and John asked for those in attendance to show by hands the folks that supported the church’s need for “The Thumb” to be taken totally out as it was before anything was done.  All hands raised were in support of this to be done.  There were no hands showing a disagreement to this idea. Mr. Tolbert said that , “The Thumb,” would be eliminated and that he would come back to the neighborhood and the FSNA and the church to discuss further ideas relative to making this intersection safer for pedestrians.  He further stated that this step would not be missed.
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Concerns of the Cherry Avenue Christian Church (Cont.)


We were reminded that in short order that there were going to be 115 new homes - with a new array of automobiles using the Cherry Avenue corridor, Willard, Harris, and JPA to name a  few streets to take the brunt of the new traffic.  Additionally, John reminded us to factor in the closing of the JPA bridge and the increased volume of traffic to use this street in this interim of up to a year.  Pedestrian traffic becomes even more critical for safety.  Bill Wuensch and Jim Tolbert said that they would go back to look at further ideas to present.  Bob Archer and fellow members of the Cherry Avenue Christian Church have a question, “What is the time frame for removal of “The Thumb?”  
Traffic Light at the Corner of Cleveland and JPA

Discussion was shared as to the need of a traffic light at the intersection of JPA and
Cleveland in order to be able to cross this intersection safely by vehicle as well as by foot.  One has to get out into the intersection in order to get a good sight line of the oncoming traffic.  Having parked vehicles close to this intersection on JPA increases the hazard of the corner as visibility is cut down even further.

Fire Chief Charles Werner (wernerc@charlottesville.org)

Fire Chief Werner of the Charlottesville City Fire Department came to discuss fire safety and issues of crowded streets during “Game Days” as well as just normal work days that seem to bring more automobiles for parking due to jobs at the University of Virginia.  Andrea Wieder offered additional photos to show the crowded streets on “Game Day.”  


Chief Werner shared his pride of the response time for the fire department of under five minutes, 90 percent of the time.  The southern side of the city, however, was six - eight minutes response time due to the traffic and speed.  He discussed the “rumor” of a fire station relocating within the City of Charlottesville.  This may take place sometime in the future, but he will come back to FSNA to discuss this with the organization before making any decision.  The Fontaine area was one area of relocation being “tossed around.”  


A marvelous program being offered is the “Free Smoke Detectors,”  The fire department will come to your home and install them for you.  All you have to do is to call 970-3240 or e-mail the chief and arrange for the crew assigned for installation to come to your home to install the free smoke detectors at no cost to you.  One can also go onto the Web and fill out an application to get the free detector service.  

Much discussion was shared with the lack of safety during “Game Days” due to the crowded nature of the streets to get first responders to the destination of need...especially the streets of Fry’s Spring Neighborhood closest to Scott Stadium.  Ideas of restricted parking were looked at and permit parking only.  
 We should all remember that the City of Charlottesville promised us that traffic calming measures would be in place before any building is begun on the Cherry Avenue PUD.  This promise was made in 2004 in the final phases of the site approval process.” (Ashley Cooper was 
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Fire Chief Charles Werner (wernerc@charlottesville.org) (Cont.)
not the Neighborhood Planner at that time. Mary Joy Scala was according to Andrea Wieder’s research shared with the FSNA.) 
Mr. Tolbert said that there is no second access to the Cherry Avenue PUD due to a promise made by City Council to Johnson Village folks that there would be no second access.
This goes along with O’Halloran’s remark at the Planning Commish meeting of February 14, 2006, that “there is no second access road to this development because Johnson Village did not want one.”  A.K. Wieder said, to Tolbert’s remark, “How can City Council make a deal with one community that messes things up for the rest of us?”  
Werner stated that the Fire Department (FD) and the NDS had agreed six months ago that there would be no street closings or other traffic matters considered without a FD review first. Andrea Wieder read from material she had researched regarding the closing of Todd Avenue and the JPA railroad bridge.  At a meeting held on February 5, 2004, with City staff, VDOT staff and David Hartman of CFD, the minutes contain questions regarding alternate routes for fire trucks to the Fry’s Spring neighborhood when the bridge is shut down, and delays in responding to fires that put the ISO rating in jeopardy.  In addition to these meeting minutes raising questions about fire and safety services Andrea Wieder stated that her research in August of 2005 the City of Charlottesville records turned up NO reports or studies about how residents of Todd Avenue would manage in case of fire or other emergency situations when the bridge and Todd Avenue are closed down.  She said she thought it was shocking that the City and VDOT could plan to close a street and a bridge without first figuring out how to provide emergency services to residents in the immediate area and the community at large.  “I feel it is criminal to have a complete sign-off in advance by fire and safety before the current report is completed relative to the bridge.” A.K. Wieder further stated.

Adrienne asked to clarify the term, ISO rating.  Chief Werner explained that this is a rating for insurance and the City is currently rated a #2.  His goal for the company is a #1.  
Adrienne made the arrangements for Chief Werner to come to this meeting of FSNA and we thank her for doing so.


Further discussion centered around the lack of a second entrance into the Cherry Hill development area and how that would impact fire safety for those home owners as well as the earlier impact of all of the traffic being placed out onto Cherry Avenue.  FSNA will stay on top of this.  The City Councilors will be contacted.  The FSNA wants to know what is happening.  Bottom line...more voices...solidarity...remain proactive.  


Chief Werner reminded folks to do their yearly maintenance checks on their heating and air conditioning units and to take advantage of the free fire detector program.  


Much dead wood is on ground on land to the side of Pit 1 beside 201 OLR as well as on the nearby ridge of land which may be a fire hazard in a particularly dry year.  This area has not 

been cleaned up for many years.  Several storms worth of fallen trees and debris clutter the area making it a potential fire hazard for nearby dwellings on nearby streets.  The chief asked Ashley Cooper to make note of this to check.  
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Fire Chief Charles Werner (wernerc@charlottesville.org) (Cont.)


A further question was raised about the elimination of large trash pick-up and the fire hazard that this would create with large piles of brush accumulating behind homes.  It was suggested that the FSNA address this through the City Council members.  Be proactive!

Todd Avenue/ JPA Bridge

Jim Tolbert said that he would come back with a better bridge design to show improved 

better railings and lighting.  A landscape architect is going to be consulted relative to the final design as well.  

Jim Tolbert/Biscuit Run 

This was a great turn out from the City and the County.  Steve Blaine will be involving 

Jim Tolbert and Bill Wuensch in the traffic study.  There was a meeting today with the developer about proffers.  

Jim Tolbert/ Old Lynchburg Road


This full report can be found at:

http://www.charlottesville.org/default.asp?pageID=38781F44-1723-48BA-AAA4-B7290E55E741
 
Briefly, there is a plan to put striping and a narrowing feature at the entrance area of Azalea Park to introduce the driver that they are about to enter a neighborhood.  The narrowing of lanes for OLR was found to be unworkable for a variety of reasons.  Improving the drainage is a must and long overdue.  The addition of sidewalks from JPA to Middleton will improve the safety of pedestrians.  The plan will be taken to Council in the Summer of 2006.  The traffic study validated the neighbor’s concerns of high volume and high speeds being a problem on OLR increasingly so with the additional development in the County just over the City line.  ( i.e. Eagle’s Landing, Sterling University, Redfields, Moseby’s Landing, and Region 10 ) to name a few.  Jim says that there are some on going discussions with the developers about possible proffers, but it is just discussion at this point.  


Several people pointed out that the County needs to get serious about providing connector roads (i.e. Fifth Street Extended to Fontaine Research Park to the Granger property) as well as other “relief roads” to keep from constantly dumping heavier flows of traffic that are not built to handle such especially into neighborhoods of streets built in the 1940's where speeds are 25 m.p.h. for good reason.  Until this happens it was suggested that FSNA keep as a strong possibility supporting the closure of Old Lynchburg Road at Azalea Park and making it a cul-de-sac.  The residents of Old Lynchburg Road do not wish for their problems of volume and speed to be pushed onto other neighborhood streets, but wish that the problem which exists to be solved before the closure of Old Lynchburg Road is looked at as a last resort.
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Highland/Robertson Traffic Calming


To start discussion Bill Wuensch, traffic consultant, suggested adding two speed humps on Robertson Avenue as well as to have an entry treatment on Highland at Cherry Avenue.  Bill suggested to consider placing the speed humps in front of 108 Robertson and 202 Robertson.  It was suggested to include the owner’s of these properties in the discussion before any plans were set.  Another question asked was whether of not snow plows could navigate speed humps and this concern was answered with an affirmative.  The question was raised as to the use of “No 
Parking Signs” on the street.  It seems one is there and one is currently missing.  Mr. Tolbert took as an official request our comments about parking and missing No Parking signs along the sidewalk side of Highland Avenue just up from Mulberry and promised that the missing No Parking signs would be re-instated.  Another idea that was explored was to add a raised crosswalk at Robertson and Hill.   

Further Discussion Needed before Balloting Takes Place


Due to the length of the meeting it was felt by Terri DiCintio that another meeting needed to be called by itself just on the topic of Highland/Robertson Traffic Calming to involve more of the folks who are going to be asked to cast their ballots.  John Santoski agreed and directed Jeanne Chase to set this up with Cherry Avenue Christian Church as soon as Terri sends the possible dates to Jeanne.  This new meeting’s date, special meeting, will then be sent out to the membership of FSNA for their awareness.  The streets that will be part of the balloting process will be listed in this notification.  Fifty percent of the homes must respond and two-thirds must vote “yes” in order for the ideas to be implemented.  

Painting Curbs - Public Works Department


The question was raised as to whether one could get assistance to get the curb painted near a driveway in order to have a definite boundary for people to not park too close to the driveway for safety.  It was suggested that this could be done by calling Public Works or by calling Bill Wuensch and he would help set it up.   

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanne S. Chase

Secretary, Fry’s Spring Neighborhood Association

March 17, 2006

Final revised copy of minutes 

